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Annex

Manual COBRA ® components

The COBRA® components by AUSTRIALPIN are
intended for usage in fall arrest, PPE (personal
protective equipment) products, and load security
systems (including, but not limited to, harnesses). This
COBRA® component must not be used beyond its
specific limits, and must be used only for the purpose
for which it was designed.

Activities in the heights, for which these COBRA®
components are intended as part of a fall protection
system, are by nature dangerous.

Errors, recklessness or inattentiveness can lead to life
threatening injuries or death.

You yourself are responsible for your own actions and
decisions. The following instructions for use must

be read carefully and thoroughly, understood and
followed. They contain important information about
certain dangers and risks associated with the use of
this COBRA® component. However, it is not possible
to outline and describe all potential dangers and
risks. These instructions must be kept safe and

easily accessible for the entire life and use of this
COBRA® component. Re-sellers must provide these
instructions to the buyer in the appropriate language.

Manufacturers using this COBRA® component in their
products are responsible for the correct and orderly
installation. Moreover, they must attach the following
instructions to the product or include them in the
corresponding manual/operating instructions of the
product. In case of misuse or improper application,
AUSTRIALPIN rejects and rules out any

and all liability

Blocage rapide COBRA

(1) Body consists of (a) female part (b) male part;
(2) adjuster bar (optional); (3) integrated D-Ring
(optional); (4) rivets; (5) clips

Use the COBRA® components only with corresponding
harnesses. A tolerance of + 3 mm is webbing size of
the component name (as designated on the delivery
note or invoice) or request this information at office@
austrialpin.at.

User manual

Components markings

On upper side:

e AUSTRIALPIN: name of manufacturer

on lower side:

+ Made in or ORIG.: country of origin AT (Austria)

* batch number multi-digit

* buckles marked with «ANSI": 4-digit number (year
of manufacture) 1-digit (batch number)
optionally on upper side:

« COBRA®: name of component group. (see illus. 8) ¢
kN: breaking load

straight pull

in kilonewton

* kN: breaking load loop configuration pull in.
kilonewton

* kN: breaking load of D-Ring straight pull in
kilonewton

* PAT. or PAT. PEND: patented or patent applied for
» MOD. DEP.: note of patent on design

» ANSI Z359_: Norm to which component
corresponds

» OUL: open under load — buckle can be released
while under load

« NO PPE or DO NOT USE FOR FALL PROTECTION:
do not use for personal protective equipment

+ INDIVIDUAL TST: individual article tested

Body: aluminum

Rivets, adjuster bar, integrated D-Ring: stainless
steel

Clips: brass

Anti slide part: polymer

Material exceptions:

* item no. starts with «FI": stainless steel body
* item no. starts with «FT": steel body

* item no. contains «VA4": 100% stainless steel
+ adjuster bar COBRA® FM and COBRA® FZ:
aluminum

+ adjustment valve SUPER COBRA®: aluminum
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Combinaison ; utilisation

des outils en tant que
systéme ; compatibilité

En combinant ce composant avec d'autres, les
dispositifs de sécurité de chaque composant peuvent
interférer les uns avec les autres. Assurez-vous de leur
compatibilité. Une combinaison incorrecte de
composants peut entrainer des dangers involontaires
et imprévisibles, auquel cas le fonctionnement sar
d'un composant donné n’est plus garanti. La
compatibilité des composants de connexion et des
sangles du harnais doit étre assurée par le fabricant
du harnais. Les instructions d'utilisation de chaque
produit doivent étre respectées attentivement, en
particulier celles du systéme d'accrochage,

dont ce composant de connexion fait partie.

Incorporation in the

harness system

a) Make allowance for the correct position of the
harness component in its closed state. The upper side
must be the side turned away from the body. You can
recognize the upper side from the lettering
AUSTRIALPIN and/or COBRA®.

b) For COBRA® components with adjuster bar or
middle bridge only: Make sure the strap is correctly
threaded through the adjustment mechanism. If the
functioning of the harness system permits, sew the
end of the strap in such a way that it is impossible to
become unthreaded (see illus. 7).

c) For multiple-part COBRA® components only: The
individual parts must be ordered in the correct way so
that when connecting, each upper part is turned away
from the body.

Xpert check

Quite apart from continuous checking before and
during use, the COBRA® components and the overall
product must be checked, tested and verified at least
once annually by a professional. The product should
ideally be used only by one person so that the overall
history of the product usage is know. Record the date
of its first use. In case products are used by several
persons, we recommend a systematic checking and
documentation before and after each use.

User manual

Things to check before,

during and after each use

Make sure that the COBRA® component has no cracks,
deformations, fractures, fissures or signs of corrosion
and that all components are firmly attached to each
other.

FOR COBRA® BUCKLES (CLICK-CLOSURES) ONLY
Make sure that the male part and the female part
belong to the same component group. (table 1) Check
the riveting and the perfect functioning of the clips.
Make sure that the buckle closes tightly and

securely. Ensure both before and during usage that
the buckle is correctly closed. Combine only COBRA®
Buckles with the same type; for example FY with

FY; EX with FX, FT with FT, etc. Do not use COBRA®
components marked with ~-OUL (open under load) for
PPE products.

Operation instructions

General information: Always ensure correct
alignment, specifically regarding the orientation of
the COBRA® components. The upper part must be
oriented away from the person’s body.

COBRA® Buckles:

To open: Press both clips simultaneously.

To close: Insert the male part into the female part
without pressing the clips.

An audible ‘click’ must be heard from both clips. Verify
that the buckle is securely closed by giving it a brief,
firm tug.

Adjustment Bar / Central Bridge: The harness length
can be adapted using the adjustment mechanism.
Ensure that the webbing is correctly threaded (refer
to illustration 7).

If the ends have not been properly sewn and secured
by the manufacturer, the harness may be damaged
and could come loose. Ensure that the harness does
not slip unintentionally.

Operating conditions

The operating temperature for the COBRA®
component (dry) is approximately between -80°C and
+80°C.
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Lifespan

The lifespan of the COBRA® component largely
depends on how it is used, the frequency of use,
and other external influences. The maximum lifespan
under optimal storage conditions and without

use is 15 years. The maximum service life from the
date of its first deployment is 10 years. The actual
lifespan of the COBRA® component ends when any
of the ‘end-of-use’ criteria apply (see ‘End of Use’
section) and depends on various factors: intensity of
use, frequency of use, operating environment, user
competence, storage conditions, and maintenance.

Unusual circumstances can reduce the lifespan of

a component to a single use—for example, contact
with chemicals, extreme temperatures, salty or acidic
atmospheres, sharp edges, or extreme loads.

In the following cases, the equipment must be

immediately removed from active use:

e The equipment fails a verification test (whether
before use, during use, or during regular periodic
inspections).

e The equipment has been subjected to heavy
loads (unless a professional can verify that it
remains in perfect, safe working order).

e The history of its use is unknown or incomplete.

e Damage, deformation, cracks, or significant
abrasion of the metal parts is observed.

e It has come into contact with chemicals or
electricity.

e You have doubts regarding the reliability of the
device.

e The component is too old (or legal requirements
have changed, technical standards have been
modified, new regulations have been introduced,
incompatibility with other products is discovered,
etc.).

For COBRA® buckles specifically:

e The opening clips do not function or do not move
easily despite thorough cleaning and lubrication,
or they do not return to their initial position after
use.

e The buckle does not close correctly.

e The characteristic «click» is not audible from both
clips when closed.

Immediately discard and destroy any
decommissioned parts to prevent further use by
others.

User manual

Modifications and repairs

If original parts of the COBRA® component are
modified or removed, the safety characteristics

may be compromised. The equipment must not be
modified or fitted with additional parts in any way that
is not expressly recommended by the manufacturer.

Storage, Transport, and

Maintenance

Store your equipment in a dry place, protected from
daylight, at normal ambient temperatures (-10°C to
+30°C), and free from any mechanical compression,
pressure, or tension. Keep the equipment away from
chemicals and acidic or saline atmospheres. Avoid
permanent vibrations. Use the protective bag or
special storage and transport containers with non-
metallic bottoms (to prevent contact corrosion).

Clean dirty COBRA® components with lukewarm water
(using neutral soap if necessary). Rinse thoroughly.
Dry at room temperature; never use an electric tumble
dryer or place near electric radiators. If necessary, use
only approved household disinfecting liquids that do
not contain halogen.

The joints of all metal parts must be regularly
regreased with a dry lubricant, especially after
cleaning. (These dry lubricants perform their
lubricating function even when dry, ensuring that no
dust or dirt can stick to them).

A

Failure to follow these operating instructions can
result in fatal danger. Printing errors, omissions, and
technical modifications are excluded.

ANSI testing performed by UL LLC.

© AUSTRIALPIN GmbH

01/2019, Subject to printing errors and technical
modifications. AUSTRIALPIN® and COBRA® are
registered trademarks.
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